
 

 

Septentrio awarded AiRobot – winners of the special Septentrio Galileo Masters (Flanders 

Challenge) prize 2015 – with an AsteRx-m UAS receiver 

 

Leuven, Belgium, 29 February 2016 – Septentrio, a leading designer and manufacturer of GNSS 

solutions recently awarded the winners of the Galileo Masters (Flanders Challenge) of the European 

Satellite Navigation Competition 2015 a special prize of the AsteRx-m UAS receiver for demonstrating 

the most innovative use of high precision GNSS positioning for their project: “UAV Flight Path Learning 

through GNSS “. 

 

The judging panel were impressed with AiRobot’s Sense and Avoid technology outlined in their 

proposal. The AsteRx-m UAS GNSS module ensures accurate and robust location information when 

executing waypoint flying. The sensing technology enables the UAV to create a temporary map of its 

surroundings ensuring that it will not collide with objects in its path. These combined technologies form 

a solution permitting safe and efficient horizontal flying in professional working environments. 

 

AiRobot’s Sense and Avoid technology compliments their Ranger technology which was developed in 

conjunction with IMEC - a world leading researcher of nanoelectronics. Ranger is already known in the 

Benelux region (Belgium, The Netherlands and Luxembourg) for increasing safety, productivity and 

quality of professional UAV operations. Ranger eliminates the need to hire and deploy additional 

expensive equipment to safely and accurately inspect or survey inaccessible areas. 

 

The OEM board won by AiRobot is the one of the GNSS industry leading solutions for the UAS market. 

No larger than a standard bank card, Septentrio’s AsteRx-m UAS offers centimetre level position 

accuracy at only 700 mW using GPS and GLONASS constellations. Septentrio’s GNSS technology is 

focused specifically on providing accurate and reliable positioning also in challenging conditions where 

standard GNSS receivers cannot always provide trusted accurate positions. 

 

“AiRobot demonstrated an excellent example of how existing technologies such as UAS, GNSS and 

other sensors can be combined to create an accurate and novel solution.” stated Jan Van Hees, Director 

of Business Development and member of the Galileo Prize judging panel. He continued: “We look 

forward to support the efforts of AiRobot in expanding their Sense and Avoid technology and its 

applications using Septentrio’s AsteRx-m UAS GNSS receiver.” 

 

The founders of AiRobot remarked: “Our drive to pursue our idea of advancing UAS technology has 

been further enriched by winning the Septentrio Galileo Prize.” 

 

About Septentrio: 

 

Septentrio designs, manufactures and sells high-precision multi frequency multi constellation 

GPS/GNSS equipment which is used in demanding applications in a variety of industries such as 

marine, construction, agriculture, survey and mapping, GIS, UAVs as well as other industries. Septentrio 

receivers deliver consistently accurate GNSS positions scalable to cm-level, and perform solidly even 



 

under heavy scintillation or jamming. Septentrio receivers are available as OEM boards, housed 

receivers and smart antennas.  

 

Septentrio offers in-depth application and integration support to make its customers win in their 

markets. Septentrio is headquartered in Leuven, Belgium and has offices in Torrance, CA and Hong 

Kong, and partners throughout the world. To learn more about Septentrio and its products, visit 

www.septentrio.com      

 

### 

 

Press Contacts: 

Neil Vancans 

Septentrio Americas 

+1 310 541-8139 

neil.vancans@septentrio.com 

Martin Mc Cormack 

Septentrio Europe 

+32 16 30 08 00 

martin.mccormack@septentrio.com 

Max De Proft  

Septentrio Asia-Pacific 

+852 3959 8680 

max.deproft@septentrio.com 

 

http://www.septentrio.com/

